
Permitting Lifecycle of a Housing Development Project

“Housing Development Project” means (GC 65905.5):

• Residential units only, including a proposal to construct a single dwelling unit;

• Mixed-use developments, with at least 2/3rds of the square footage designated for residential use; and

• Transitional and supportive housing.

Accessory dwelling units, SB 35 developments, AB 2011 developments, and preliminary applications under SB 330 may be subject to different requirements.

Planning Commission decisions may be appealed to the City Council, depending on the City’s ordinance.

The Subdivision Map Act has separate expiration and extension requirements under GC 66452.6; 66463.5.
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Residential 
Development 

Application

One New Unit Single Family Zone Market Rate 
Development

Single-Family Home No Municipal Code Yes
Discretionary

Review 

ADU/JADU No
GC 65852.2

GC 65852.22
No

Ministerial Review

GC 65852.2(a)(3)

SB 9 Single-Family 
Home

No GC 65852.21 No
Ministerial Review

GC 65852.21(a)

Multiple Units

Single Family Zone 
Market Rate 

Development

Single-Family Home 
+ ADU/JADU

No
GC 65862.2 ; 

GC 65852.22
Yes

HAA Review
GC 65589.5(j)

SB 9 Duplex No GC 65852.21 No
Ministerial Review

GC 65852.21(a)

SB 9 Duplex + 
ADU/JADU No GC 65852.2 –

GC 65852.22
No

Ministerial Review

GC 65852.2(a)(3)

Non-Residential 
Zone 

Affordable 
Development

School District 
Project

Yes
GC 65914.7

AB2295
Yes

HAA Review
GC65589.5(d)

Hotel/Motel 
Conversion Project

Yes

GC 65913.12
GC 659601.1

AB 1490

Yes
HAA Review

GC 65589.5(d)

University/ Religious 
Institution Project

Yes
GC 65913.16

SB 4
Yes

HAA Review

GC 65589.5(d)

Office/Retail/ 
Parking Conversion 

Project
Yes

GC 65912.100 
et seq.

AB 2011

Yes
Ministerial Review

GC 65912.110

Market Rate 
Development

Office/Retail/ 
Parking Conversion 

Project
Yes

GC 65852.24
SB 6

Yes
HAA Review

GC 65589.5(j)

Multi-Family 
Zone 

Market Rate 
Development

Single-Family Units 
on Max 5 Acres

Yes
GC 66499.40

AB 803
Yes

Limited Discretion 
under AB 803

GC 66499.40(g)

Max 10 Single/ 
Multi-Family Units 

on Max 5 Acres
Yes

GC 65852.28
GC 65913.4.5

SB 684
No

Ministerial Review

GC 65852.28(c)

Muni Code 
Consistent Project Yes GC 65913.11 Yes

HAA Review
GC 65589.5(j)

Affordable 
Development

SB 35 Project Yes GC 65913.4
SB 35

Yes
Ministerial Review

GC 65913.4(a)

Muni Code 
Consistent Project Yes GC 65913.11 Yes

HAA Review
GC 65589.5(d)

This chart seeks to clarify the application of different recent legislative actions to streamline and augment housing development.  This is intended for general reference and is not intended 
as legal advice.  Please consult your city attorney or special counsel for specific legal advice.
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